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DWW that your classac is alally
N arrippedl out and s currently

in the body shop, lets go aver
a feww details to help assess the
damage.

A5 1 have mentioned earlier, when
you afe restoring body work in 3
Clagsic - even on a limited budger -
§0E hetter to gl tveryehing done at
are g,

If you dan't trear 4 metal problem
right away befors painting, i owill
most certaimby come back oo haunt
ol one day.

Qur fourth instalment on classic car ownership
is one that every enthusiast must cross —
damage assessment.

S0 my advice is it's worth it to
spend that extra moncy on body
wiork repair and paint as well,

You can still compromise, or
better ol delay the progress of
ather parts IF you are on a fight
hudgat.

Lets gzt down o business,

Femember, the key here is o he
able to “see” the damazge in the first
place.

50 be sure that [mont lenders are
remioved 25 well a3 all doors and
both windscreens.

Together witl your welder, gel
shme serewe drvers and hammers
andd 1y to locate sics areas on e
ouitside of the car, and 1 mean FETY
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inch of it, even in the engine bay
anrdt the trunk,

Laok far rusted areas, and also
areas which loak weal.

Take the abevementioned taals
amel kmock o swch aveas to help you
firel oLic haw B a prohiem o actu
ally is. Check arowrd the doer sills
as well,

Mowe po over the inside of the car.
This is where you need 1o chack the
floor boards, and a place where
many people forget fa go over, the
wnnes part of the frewall (which is
located behind your dashbeard )

With proper lighting, check for
Babes and rusted arsas

Yo can also counte=check the

yoir windseresn, Wham|

| WOE is youw You are diving an $ouT way Lo

| work when a stone, lodged in one of the
tyres of the car in front comes off, deses 2
elitty an the asphalt and flies straight into

Like an ice block that hias been pick-axed,

Fix your damaged winds

market installers werking in
an apen and uncontrodled

outsice of the fresesll i e CrpIne
bay, IF chis area is et addressed
rain water can make i15 way into
the cabin

Mesft, puet the car on lydraulic
wcks and go uncerneath 6, Check
for rusl on chasgis rals, Moo boasls
aaain, andd wheaf wells,

Dan't forger the daars, haod apd
truink lid as wall,

IF waur classic seems to have 3
wery thick amount of prny or
cemant an i, it would be bertes fo
vl that your weblder remose them
50 you can see wiat s wndernaath
it. Most wealdars hare may Lse a
blow tarch to remowe the layer.

If wour car just lopks vary bad, |

Liko o
Eancor:

A rusred
area at the
baon ol 5
Car's roar
winidicreen
and whoel
will {Inset),
11 will spread
it lefr
unchackad.

dilvise you to sand biast it

i, 105 extra money bt itwill
[R5 af [ o dlay, [rust me

s 15 wihere ir's always Best o
by o classic that is in goad condi-
tion in the first place.

I thee car’s bacdy condition is
moderate, you can get away with
st remaving afl components and
trehng the damage woursell.

Wall, there you faee il

Basacally check everything and

|'l.'|_-".'|l'|.-.'|'.q_'||.ﬂ_ anel Iry Aol [e Com -

MEe o |.Ii:l||],' wWirk A painl

sexn monch, wa'll talk abost
welding and painting soar beloved
classic,

Happy Wew Year|

creen

For spot breaks, the damapged sectian is
vacuumed to extract the air before a clear

a bull's eye shows up. Chances are voa think
you are starng &l a AM300 o a RM1000 b
fir hanvee the waindscreen replaced.

Mot necessanly, It can actually be repaired
for far bess if the damage 13 nal (oo serous.

Contrary to popular betief, forries carmy-
ing stones are not the chief causs all spch
mishaps. says Yeoh Eng Hui of Glass
Mechanic. one of a hamdful of established
windscresn fepaifers in the countng

15 the stones and pelibles stuck in the
recesses of eyres that are the main culprits
as they are spit out and causs pandom
damape,

Only laminated glasses - with a plastic
rermbrane in the middie layer to preven
shattering - can be repakred, Tempered
giass, as used on wandows, miest be
replaced if damaged.

Windsereen damage can be classified by
the shape made: bull’s &ve, stars, hall-moon,
combanation, cracks stone chips

Adter the repair, the windsoreen s
restored to its original sErength but cosmet-
caily thie damage will leave  faint mark that

i omby wisihba 5f you kaok really hard,
“Whan glass breaks, & ot of the damasge
is internal The glass becomes fing r

at the impact point. |©'s this point that wall
wsually leave a mark behind,” Yeoh explains,
Hestoration can only promide a surface
appearance that is SE9RE as good 48 befone.
The advantage of repiring a windscreen
i that you save money. The repaired section

Yooh {left) and o worker shawing fhe toals of the frade
usad to rapair a custamer's windscreen.

dees not reflect light ary more and the
wipers won't be damaged after the surfacs
i5 patched up and polished,

Cing a windscreen - when it can be
repaired - may offer a false sense of securi-
It I'.aJu!-i 1.500ps1 o remove a faciory-

d windscreen from the car bady, The
frame-glass attachment i= strong enouzh o
hold wp the roof if the car furns turtle or
:;gﬂﬂia persan from being esected in 2 colh-

It takes Lar less force to knock down a
windscreen that had been replaced by after-

0 epvaionment Worst sill is
when the windscresp s
seated in surroupds that
have nusted and weakened
aver the years, offering
recluced protecticn in an
impact,

et Lo seatbelts ancd
alrtsags, the wingdsomen
o offers a thind line of saliety
in a1 oollisson e stops a
persen from fiying aue ineo
certain death, says Yeah.

Glass Mechanic. which
B started oflerng its repair
SEFVICE Over Fon Yedrs ago
¥ From lis Peraling favs oitlen
has seen a growing member
of insurers, fleet operaturs
and motorists subscribing
b (15 Senvices.

It follwes the LS practice
of assessing what i a minor or major break
f break less than 2.54cm in diameter cai be
repained: s can a crack nol mone than
FS2cm lor

Gilass Mechanic will advise a change of
akass if it finds that a repair is not possible
It uses a ir kit sourced from a Las Viegas
company that specialises i thee business,

Reing ol virying viscosiey are used for
different types of breaks. The thinpest has
viscosity of 15 20cps versus the chickest at
LG00-2, 200cps.

resin 15 pumped inta the glass, Vacuuming
15 wital or else air bubbles wall form.

e WACEIIMIEEE 1% neduired 0 patching a
crach, which 15 Hkes an open drain bt the
application of The resin 5 mare e
consuming becaiese of the larger surface
area inwodved and the need m allow the
resin o flovr in and Gl the crack,

The resins are then left o cume for a [ew
minites under LV light. The treatment is
lasl. taking 30 minutes 1o a litkbe over an
o to werap uge ancd o i warranty 4
offered on each juh.

Acbull's eve typically means shelling out
RAGTT0-1200 tor fix. Cracks cost more as they
regLire more tme.

While mipst windscreen damage is at the
It anc from ouside, Bhe damadage can also
he inflicted froan inside, such as when a
chilel is plaging the faol in the front seat ancd
slams his head into the glass, causing weird-
lvoking breaks without an impact point.
Stch damage, akin te 3 voltanic enmpion,
catnal be repalred; acoording 1o Yeah,

Yeoh, himself a qualified repairer, s e
full-time bechnicians o assist him

The service is also mobile. 5o/if you can't
g0 o Glass Mechanic, ot wilk come to you,
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